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Lecture 4
Bringing a Critical/Sociological Consciousness to the University  
1. Introduction to Hans George Gadamer's Essay: A convocation speech given in 1986 at the University of Heidelberg. 

 2. Connections to previous lectures: 
3. Gadamer's central point 
4. Gadamer's main concepts and argument about the social world of the modern university. 

5. The title of the essay  “The Idea of the University—Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.” 
*What does Gadamer mean by this title?
*Gadamer contrasts “the idea” of the university with something else. What is it? 
*The distinction between ideas and reality applied to the social order of the modern university. 

6. Gadamer’s Idea Of The University:
7. Conditions that make "living with ideas" possible.

8. The REALITY of the modern university 
* obstacles to maintaining the conditions necessary for living with ideas. 
These obstacles include:

(a) it has changed its purpose ;
(b) bureaucratic form of organization creates fractures in the community. 
I still believe that it is important to issue a statement condemning the curtailment of free speech at York and the use of police to prevent students from expressing their views in a peaceful non-violent manner. The administration must reverse its recent prohibition of non-violent student assemblies  from a building that was designed precisely to accomodate such assemblies, and all charges against students must be dropped.  Universities are supposed to be spaces of free inquiry and the cultivation of critical thinking.  This university's administration has abandoned its mandate. Faculty cannot stand by and watch our students being suspended, harrassed, beaten and arrested for quietly and publicly expressing opinions to which many of us (however immaterial this may be in principal) subscribe. From "Vari Hall Politics."
 (c) The three alienations. 
 (d) Consequence of these conditions
9. The modern university's purpose: fitting into institutionalized structures of being 


*Meaning of institutionalized structures of being, In Shelagh's poem“ I know, I think, I do” 
*In Mario Savio's description of what happens to students in universities when they accommodate to the institutionalized ways of being. 
:

9. Gadamer's opening for creative action:

10. Finding free space is a task. 
11. Examples of finding free space:

(a) Shelagh's poem- 

(b) Rosa Luxemberg's idea of thinking otherwise, 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989/exhibits/memory/essay- use of Luxemburg's quotation in a January 1988 memorial march in East Germany.
(c) The creation of the U of T Assembly two years ago 

(d) The free speech movement at the University of California at Berkeley in 1964

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcx9BJRadfw Savio's Machine Speech

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlYk-WoBEEg Mario Savio delivering victory speech

CONCLUSION:

From Gadamer, we learn these three things about social orders:
1. Freedom exists not to “accommodate” but this freedom is limited and constrained. 

2. Pursuing this freedom is both possible and also desirable. 
3. Freedom is found WITHIN the social world –
Lecture 4: Important Concepts 

The idea and the reality;
Living with ideas;
Freedom and solitude; 

Three alienations;
Bureaucratized teaching and learning;
Vari Hall politics;
Risk your own judgment vs being manipulated;
Institutionalized structures of being; 

Free space; 

Away from the trees;
Thinking otherwise;

U of T Assembly
Gadamer: “The task of our human life in general is to find free spaces and learn to move therein.” (p. 59 in original.)

Gadamer: “Freedom will not be guaranteed us, if we do not know how to use the small space of freedom that has been left us.” (p. 52 in original.)

Gadamer: “Everyone must come to terms with reality in their own way and I believe that whoever wants to come to terms with reality has to recognise that ideas and reality always belong together and are always apart.” (p. 47 in original)

Gadamer: “… the word, education … means ‘living with ideas’’”. (p. 48 in original, blending sentences of the middle paragraph)

Gadamer: “Two things are required for this, solitude and freedom.” (italics mine) (p. 48 in original.) 

Gadamer: “The word education signified a distancing from everything profitable and useful.” (p. 48 in original.)
Gadamer: [Because of the third alienation] “‘Living with ideas’ has become enormously difficult for today’s student.” (p. 52 in original)

Gadamer: “We live in a society which, in order to preserve its own order, teaches and rewards adopting(sic) to and fitting into its institutionalized structures of being.” (p. 57 in original).

Savio:(Speaking of students who come to university) “And they find … that for them to become part of society, to become lawyers, ministers, business men, people in government, that they very often have to compromise those principles that were most dear to them. They must suppress the most creative impulses that they have; this is a prior condition for being part of the system. The university is well structured, well tooled, to turn out people with all the sharp edges worn off … 
Gadamer: “Bureaucratized teaching and learning systems dominate the scene,but nevertheless it is everyone’s task to find his [sic] free space. The task of our human life in general is to find free spaces and learn to move therein. In research, this means finding the question, the genuine question.” (p. 59 in original)

Gadamer: “Freedom will not be guaranteed us, if we do not know how to use the small space of freedom that has been left us.” (p. 52 in original.)

Gadamer: “Fellow students, every student who has taken his (sic) studies seriously, should be aware that he (sic) has received something: to risk his (sic) own judgments and not simply allow himself (sic) to be manipulated.” (p. 58 in original.)

Gadamer:“We live in a modern industrial world, in a modern bureaucratic state, in a thoroughly organized system of social life, upon which we all depend, and in this system we have been allotted a modest space of freedom.” (p. 54 in original)

U of T Assembly: “The University of Toronto General Assembly embodies a commitment to transform this University into one that is organized and operated by those who make it what it is.

After all, U of T is our university. It comprises our education, our workplace, our living space, our community – and frequently all of the above. It is a public institution whose aim is to promote the wellbeing of all of its members and of society at large. We, and no one else, are its stakeholders and its governors. As members of the General Assembly, we are reclaiming our role as agents – a role we are denied by current structures of governance."
“….The task of our human life in general is to find free spaces and learn to move therein.” (p. 59 in original.)


 “Freedom will not be guaranteed us, if we do not know how to use the small space of freedom that has been left us.” (p. 52 in original.)





“Everyone must come to terms with reality in their own way and I believe that whoever wants to come to terms with reality has to recognise that ideas and reality always belong together and are always apart.” (on pge. 47 of original)





“For we live in a society which, in order to preserve its own order, teaches and rewards adopting (sic) to fit into its institutionalised structures of being.” (emphasis mine, p. 57 in original)








Savio:(Speaking of students who come to university) “And they find… that for them to become part of society, to become lawyers, ministers, business men, people in government, that they very often have to compromise those principles that were most dear to them. They must suppress the most creative impulses that they have; this is a prior condition for being part of the system. The university is well structured, well tooled, to turn out people with all the sharp edges worn off … 





“We live in a modern industrialised world, in a modern bureaucratic state, in a thoroughly organised system of social life, upon which we all depend, and in this system we have been allotted a modest space of freedom.” (p. 54 in original)








 “Bureaucratised teaching and learning systems dominate the scene, but nevertheless it is everyone’s task to find his free space (italics mine). The task of our human life in general is to find free spaces and learn to move therein.” (p. 59 in original.)


 “Freedom will not be guaranteed us, if we do not know how to use the small space of freedom that has been left us.” (p. 52 in original.)


 “Fellow students, every student who has taken his (sic) studies seriously, should be aware that he (sic) has received something: to risk his (sic) own judgments and not simply allow himself (sic) to be manipulated.” (p. 58 in original.)





The University of Toronto General Assembly embodies a commitment to transform this University into one that is organized and operated by those who make it what it is.





After all, U of T is our university. It comprises our education, our workplace, our living space, our community – and frequently all of the above. It is a public institution whose aim is to promote the wellbeing of all of its members and of society at large. We, and no one else, are its stakeholders and its governors. As members of the General Assembly, we are reclaiming our role as agents – a role we are denied by current structures of governance.











